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SIAM. 

By  Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  BanjtUok. 

The  Kingdom  of  Siam  covers  an  area  of  about  200.000  square 
miles,  and  the  census  of  1910-11  gave  a  total  population  of  8,140.487. 
The  climate  is  tropical,  and  the  highest  temperature  of  about  106° 
F.  in  the  shade  at  Bangkok  is  usually  reached  in  April  and 
May  and  the  lowest  of  about  52°  in  December  or  January,  the 
two  latter  months  being  the  most  suitable  for  tourists  and  commer- 
cial travelers  to  visit  northern  Siam.  Some  rain  falls  during  all  the 
months  of  the  year,  but  very  little  from  November  to  May,  while  for 
the  remaining  months  the  rainfall  is  more  or  less  abundant,  the  high- 
est record  of  about  12  inches  in  24  hours  being  generally  observed  in 
September.  The  spoken  and  written  language  is  Siamese,  but  for 
commercial  purposes  the  English  language  is  in  general  use. 

Foreign  Trade  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  main  volume  of  Slam's  foreign  trade  passes  through  the 
port  of  Bangkok,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915, 
amounted  to  $66,044,613  gold,  compared  with  $76,334,393  for  the 
preceding  year.  The  imports  of  foreign  goods  were  valued  at  $29,,- 
036,583  and  the  exports  of  native  products  $37,608,030.  The  balance 
of  the  trade  has  always  been  in  favor  of  Siam,  as  will  be  noticed  in 
the  following  table,  which  gives  the  total  trade  as  entered  at  the 
port  of  Bangkok  during  the  years  indicated : 


Trade. 

1910-11 

1911-12 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1911-15 

825, 23.-,  971 
40,295,894 

827,061,423 
31,314,437 

828,203,371 
30, 329, 107 

833,591,870 

42,712,523 

829,036,583 
37, 60S, 030 

Total 

65,531,865 

58,375,S60 

58,532,47S 

76,334,393 

06,644,613 

There  are  no  official  statistics  available  for  the  Siamese  trans- 
frontier trade  with  Burma,  the  British  Shan  States,  and  Indo-China, 
or  for  the  foreign  trade  of  ports  of  the  Siamese  Malay  States.  The 
values  given  in  the  official  statistics  are  in  "ticals,"  the  standard 
silver  coin  of  Siam,  of  which  the  average  actual  value  during  the 
fiscal  year  under  consideration  was  $0.3689;  but,  following  the  cus- 
tom of  former  years,  the  local  rate  of  37  gold  cents  to  the  tical  has 
been  used  in  converting  the  Siamese  into  United  States  currency  in 
this  report. 
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Trade  by  Countries. 

The  share  of  each  country  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Siam  for  the 
last  two  fiscal  years  was  as  follows: 


Countries. 


United  States 

Australia 

.-HuriL'ary... 

:n 

Burma 

China 

Cochin  China 

Denmark 

Dutch  possessions. . 
France 

i  y 

ii"  gkong 

India 

1:1    

Japan 

Nether!  mds 

Philippines 



Singapore 

sw  itzerland 

United  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries. 


Tot  a] 33,591, 870 


Imports  from. 


1913  M  1911-15 


,250, 
311, 
219, 
997, 
565, 

.  :.^. 

.  151, 
304, 

777. 

18, 

9, 
.711 
237 
,238 

HI 


»1, 


041,893 

416,043 
50,  655 

I 
9  10,  139 

591,304 
163,835 

107,770 
18,  131 

133,608 
110,  $64 

90,970 


•  Is  to. 


1913-14  1914-15 


825,779 
30,065 
123,228 

61,123 
444,758 
155,604 

2. 717. -.'i.e. 
13,771,592 

176,130 

3,080,019 
19 

2,154,800 


12,742,528 


$132,644 

2, 123 

25, 399 

261,590 

22,794 

• 

175  'ill 

978.  495 

10,187,942 

977,035 

88,710 


17,007,733 

1 ,  266 

5,016,860 


37,608,030 


Trade  by  Principal  Classes. 

In  considering  the  decline  of  Siam's  foreign  trade  for  [93  1-15, 
the  fact  should  be  recalled  that  the  fiscal  year  1913-14,  with  its  total 
trade  of  $76,334,393,  constituted  a  record  in  the,  trade  of  the  Kingdom 
in  the  imports  as  well  as  in  the  exports,  and  therefore,  in  this  con- 
nection, the  following  extract  of  the  trade  by  classes  for  the  last 
three  years  is  of  interest  in  showing  that  as  compared  with  an  or- 
dinary year  the  trade  for  11)14-15  in  till  its  branches  was  well  main- 
tained, notwithstanding  the  heavy  falling  olf  in  the  trade  with  some 
of  the  countries  at  war: 


Classes. 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Classes. 

1912  13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

IMPORTS. 

{24,879,224 

602,  ::■!»'> 

1,069,684 

1.  126,595 

1 

EXPORTS. 
Rice 

124,168 

.«3fi.  51S.  fiS7 

(31,578,232 

1  866  i'i) 

7S3S29. 399. 275 

Teik     . 

2,072,104!     1,925,216 

3,557,209]    3,911,029 

135,219        S55.3K7 

Aleoholicliquors 

601,690 

1.171.  199 
77-4.410 
647,289 

714.2:i4 

,v>7,. Y-;<  > 

1,528,352 

1.122.4S2 

other  soods 

Treasure 

Total 

523, 190 

Cold  loaf 

Treasure 

96,019 

251,504 

30, 329, 107 

42, 742, 523 

37,608,030 

Total 

28,203,371 

33,591,870 

29,036,5S3 

"The  above  figures  indicate  that  the  important  class  of  general  mer- 
chandise was  almost  entirely  responsible  for  the  decrease  in  the  total 
import  trade  of  1014—15.  while  the  value  of  rice  accounts  for  a  short- 
age of  nearly  $5,000,000  in  the  exports.  However,  in  comparing  the 
average  trade  of  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  1914-15,  a 
balance  is  shown  in  favor  of  the  latter  year  of  $1,051,989  in  the  im- 
ports and  of  $1,081,426  in  the  exports,  and  therefore  in  general  the 
trade  for  1914-15  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  especially  as 
the  exports  exceeded  the  imports,  leaving  a  balance  of  trade  of 
$8,571,4-17  in  favor  of  Siam. 
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Comparative  Figures  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  and  exported  from  Siam  during  the  last  two  fiscal  years : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Ammunition  and  explosives 

Arms 

Art  works 

Belting,  machine 

Biscuits 

Brass  manufactures 

Carriages,  etc 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  medicines. . 

China  and  earthenware 

Clocks  and  watches,  etc 

Clothing,  articles  of 

Coal  and  coke 

Copper  and  copperware 

Cordage,  twine,  etc 

Cotton  goods 

Cutlery  (except  tools) 

Cycles  and  parts 

Dyestufis 

Electrical  goods  and  appa- 
ratus  

Embroideries,  lace,  etc 

Enamel  ware 

Fish: 

Canned 

Other 

Flour 

Glass  and  crystal  ware 

Gold  leaf 

Gunny  bags 

Hats  and  caps 

Hemp  manufactures,  other 

than  cordaee 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Bars,  sections,  etc 

Galvanized  sheets,  flat 

or  corrugated 

Iron  or  steel  sheets  and 

plates 

Machinery: 

Marine 

Milling 

Other,  including  parts. . 

Nails,  rivets,  etc 

Railway  material 

Railway  cars,  trucks,  etc. 
Wire,  and  manufactures  of . . 
Iron  and  steel  manufactures 

other  kinds 

Jewelry,  etc.: 

Gold  and  silver   ware 
(plated  and  other) . . . 
Precious  stones- 
Set 

Unset 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leather  manufactures: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Matches 

Matting  and  rattan  goods, etc 

Milk,  canned 

Meat,  preserved 

Motor  cars,  and  parts 

Motor  cycles 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

Mineral 

Lubricating 

Oilcloth,  etc 

Opium 

Painters'  colors " 


«45, 642 

19, 007 

58, 436 

35, 128 

121,967 

284,124 

6,167 

259, 895 

328,  MS 

457,016 

77,117 

72,000 

158,606 

68, 599 

140,119 

6, 752, 886 

79, 576 

64,494 

70, 936 

415,851 
207, 122 
164,075 

119,057 
261,738 
196, 866 
190, 303 
1.528,352 
1.711,124 
255,555 

122,479 

194,S61 

306,378 

33, 169 

110,801 
89, 788 
554, 022 
113,384 
508, 920 
81,544 
37,534 

503, 963 


215, 952 

37, 770 
303,411 
145,999 

55, 823 
181,099 
306, 627 
126,922 
128,302 
518,373 
244, 639 
9, 640 

31,489 

874,123 

91,509 

41,379 

827, 530 

127, 306 


$83, S83 
30, 433 
43,307 
30,421 
91,548 

244, 74 1 
5,300 

224,864 

441,696 

375, 272 
47,829 
87,091 

165, 367 
55, 004 

141,139 
5,335,082 
46,463 
24,9.31 
49, 590 

174,982 
104, 125 
89, 834 

81,371 
277, 087 
175,376 
123,375 
1,126,595 
1,640,374 
155,578 

77,  500 
101,255 
272, 157 

11,314 

48,844 

47,288 
442,161 

45,935 
475,014 
104,319 

28, 921 

35S, 320 


72, 033 

223, 105 

70, 635 

131.878 

38, 376 
152,606 
268,913 
418,311 
10S, 501 

51,047 

121,004 

4,626 

14, 666 

,115,226 
114,264 
27,056 

, 069, 684 
102, 895 


imports— continued. 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

books,  etc ; 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics.. 

Rubber  goods 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Raw 

Other '.'.'.'...'. 

Soap 

Spices  and  condiments . *"! 
Sporting  goods  and  games . 
Stationery,   other   than 

paper 

Sugar  and  molassos 

Tea 

Tiles .'.'.'.'.'..'.'." 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures 

of 

Treasure,  gold  coin,  etc. . . '. . 

Umbrellas 

Varnish 

Vegetables,  dried "" " 

Wax 

Wine,  beer,  spirits,  etc...... 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Planks,  etc 

Furniture  and  cabinet 

work 

Other  manufactures. . . 

Woolen  goods 

Yarn : 

White  cotton  yarn 

Turkey  red  cotton  vain 
Other    colored    col  ton 

vain 

Zinc,  and  manufactures  of" 
A 11  other  articles 


Total. 


EXPORT'S. 


Armadillo  skins 

Bones 

Cardamoms 

Copra *."... 

Cotton 

Damar 

Fish .....!."."..' 

Gamboge 

Cum  benzoin " 

Hides  and  skins 

Horns 

Mussels "•" " " 

Pepper '] 

Pineapples " 

Precious  stones  (including 

reexports'! 

Rice  and  paddy '.'. 

Rubber..' 

Salt .'.'..'.'..\... 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Raw 

Sticlac 

Wolfram  ore 

Woods: 

Teak 

Agila  and  others 

All  other  articles 


S424.396 
158, 695 
119,508 

1,251,704 
60,511 
107,302 
110,456 
203, 866 
24,437 

66, 360 
1,280,392 

297, 76C 
39, 288 

586,  227 

1,122,482 

188,365 

14,914 

338, 538 
54,134 
714,234 

362, 823 

125,495 

4 1 , 659 

150,872 

388,543 
130, 29S 

359, 802 

60, 103 

3,  733, 394 


$336, 228 
80, 989 
103, 702 

939, 828 
25, 551 
70, 252 
86, 262 

207, 554 
23, 083 

51,025 

1,077,044 

30S, 275 

28, 481 

005, 198 

1,358,344 

168,  129 

15,8.^9 

405, 104 

52, 863 

602. 736 

418,241 

36, 800 
39, 638 

107,274 

422, 885 
83, 953 

238, C99 

21,118 

5,522,514 


33,591,870  !29,036.583 


36 


11,315 

5,901 

44,12s 

2,668 

116, 283 

2,889 

666,173 

13,117 

11,888 

908,617 

56,670 

213,378 

318,704 

20, 455 

177,139 
, 518, 687 
33,431 
43,253 

315,102 
13Q,886 

173,907 
395 

,925,216 
278,313 
723, 978 


TotaI 42, 742, 523   37, 608, 030 


2,771 

6,304 

5,724 

2,685 

83,072 

7,002 

368, 122 

11.760 

27.918 

913,585 

37,631 

133, 444 

384, 262 

15, 842 

352,928 

31,578,232 

15,533 

49. 420 

268,050 
115,138 
61,151 
10, 572 

1,806,450 

275, 288 

1,015,146 
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Review  of  the  Import  Trade. 

The  decline  in  Siam's  import  trade  for  1014-15  has  generally  been 
regarded  as  mainly  Awe  to  the  heavy  purchases  and  consequent  over- 
stocking of  the  local  market  in  1913—14,  but  added  to  this,  however, 
the  war,  by  causing  the  closing  of  a  number  of  outlets  for  Siam's 
exports,  indirectly  limited  the  country's  purchasing  power  for  for- 
eign goods. 

Of  the  total  decrease  of  $4,555,287  in  the  imports,  textile  manu- 
factures accounted  for  $1,413,191,  but  this  decrease,  however,  was 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  large  surplus  of  cotton  goods 
was  carried  over  from  the  preceding  year.  The  decline  of  $240,869 
in  the  imports  of  electrical  goods  was  partly  explained  by  the  heavy 
purchases  for  the  new  Government  power  station  in  the  previous 
year,  a*d  this  cause  may  also  have  operated  in  the  loss  of  $216,318 
in  the  machinery  imports,  but  there  was  nevertheless  an  increase  of 
$129,842  in  the  machinery  imports  from  the  United  States. 

The  decrease  of  $209,919  in  the  sugar  imports  from  Netherlands 
India  was  partly  due  to  a  prohibitive  advance  in  the  price  of  this 
commodity.  There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  in  various  other 
lines,  indicating  in  the  main  the  economy  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
farmers  on  account  of  the  low  price  realized  for  rice,  their  main 
product. 

Imports  showing  a  fair  advance  over  1913-14  were:  Matting  and 
rattan  goods,  of  $291,380:  mineral  oil,  $241,103;  chemicals  and  medi- 
cines, $112,878;  lubricating  oil,  $22,755;  tobacco,  $18,971;  and  articles 
of  clothing,  $15,091. 

Changes  in  the  Export  Trade. 

The  marked  decrease  in  the  exports  was  due  to  a  decrease  in  the 
rice  shipments  to  the  value  of  $4,940,455,  but  this  decrease  in  value, 
however,  was  accounted  for  as  due  more  to  the  low  price  for  rice 
prevailing  throughout  the  year  than  to  the  actual  loss  in  volume,  as 
the  shipments  for  1014—15  amounted  to  1,226,269  short  tons  as  com- 
pared with  1,314,858  tons  for  1913-14,  a  decrease  of  only  88,589 
tons.  Among  the  other  articles  showing  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the 
exports  were  cotton,  fish,  mussels,  silk  piece  goods,  sticlac,  and  teak. 
Native  products  showing  an  advance  over  those  of  the  previous  year 
were:  Palm  sugar,  $45,638;  pepper,  $65,558;  hides,  $4,968;  and 
tobacco,  $4,690. 

Siam's  trade  with  the  countries  carrying  on  war  showed  a  decline 
in  the  imports  of  $4,154,027  and  of  $2,913,748  in  the  exports,  or  a 
decrease  in  the  total  trade  of  $7,067,775  during  1914-15  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  and  as  the  total  loss  of  Siam's  trade  for  the 
year  under  consideration  amounted  to  $9,689,780.  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  decrease  in  the  trade  with  neutral  countries  was  limited  to 
$2,622,005. 

American  Trade  with  Siam. 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Siam  for  the 
fiscal  year  1014-15  reached  nearly  the  same  figures  as  those  for  the 
preceding  year,  which  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  in  view7  of  the 
fact,  that  the  imports  from  nearly  all  of  the  European,  including 
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neutral,  countries  showed  a  marked  decline.  The  figures  given  in 
the  statement  below,  however,  by  no  means  represent  the  entire 
volume  of  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Siam,  because  buyers 
of  American  goods  in  Siam  are  often  supplied  by  the  American 
branch  house  in  Europe  or  through  local  agents  in  Hongkong  or 
Singapore,  and  such  transactions  are  not  credited  to  the  country 
of  origin,  as  the  country  of  consignment  is  determined  by  the  last 
commercial  transaction. 

The  comparative  list  for  the  two  last  years  as  given  below  shows 
that  there  was  satisfactory  progress  in  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  into  Siam  during  last  year  in  lamps  and  parts,  machinery, 
mineral  oil,  paints,  and  cigarettes. 

The  main  drawback,  however,  to  the  advance  of  American  trade 
with  Siam  continues  to  be  the  slow  transit  of  goods  from  American 
ports  to  Bangkok,  and  during  the  last  six  or  seven  months  of  the  past 
fiscal  year  the  want  of  neutral  ports  of  transshipment  has,  according 
to  the  statements  of  Bangkok  merchants,  cut  off  large  orders  for 
American  goods.  Several  propositions  are  under  consideration  for 
overcoming  the  latter  condition. 

Articles  of  Import  from  the  United  States. 

The  direct  imports  into  Siam  from  the  United  States  and  their 
value  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1914  and  1915,  are 
shown  in  the  table  following: 


Articles. 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Boots  and  shoes . 

Chemicals  and  medicines 

Cigarettes 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts 

Cotton  goods 

Cutlery 

Electrical  goods  and  apparatus 

Fish ,  canned 

Flour 

Foodstuffs,  other  kind 

Instruments,  scientific 

Lamps  and  parts 

Lubr  eating  oil 

Machinery 

Metal  manufactures 


$302 
1,680 

7,1102 

2J9.SS7 

2,631 

1,198 

1,408 

57,321 

2:! 

20, 833 

ti.12l 

1,653 

3,171 

GO,  100 

22,046 

22, 196 


S1.1S7 
1,765 
7,999 
256, 024 
1,625 
1,390 
2,421 

23,037 
3,322 

11),  OSS 
4,895 
1,656 
6,262 

40, 556 
151,888 

11,971 


Milk,  canned 

Mineral  oil 

Motor  cars  and  parts 

Paints 

Paper  and  manufactures 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Railroad  material  and  truels 

Sewing  machines 

Soap 

Stationery 

Tools,  oilier  than  machine. . . 

Wood  mamifac t  ures 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1913-14 


SI, 

231, 

59, 

3, 

1, 

231, 

16, 


233 
025 

920 
572 
912 
205 
415 

370 
253 

29^ 
075 
39, 809 


1,066,171 


1914-15 


329, 666 

26,441 

2,090 

2,53:! 

844 

108,657 

9,140 

483 

1,448 

12,280 

3,144 

16,944 


1,041,893 


Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  values  of  exports  from  Bangkok  to  the  United  States 
during  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1914  and  1915,  were  $235,234 
and  $292,703,  respectively,  but  in  the  customs  entries  at  Bangkok 
only  $55,450  were  recorded  for  1913-14  and  $132,044  for  1914-15,  the 
difference  being  due  to  the  fact  that  a  part  of  the  shipments  was 
credited  to  the  port  of  transshipment  and  the  rest  to  the  port  of 
destination. 

There  was  a  marked  advance  in  the  exports  of  rice,  hides,  and 
pepper  from  Siam  to  United  States  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  In 
former  years  only  white  broken  rice  was  included  in  the  shipments, 
but  for  the  last  fiscal  year  a  variety  of  rice  products  were  called  for. 
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The  following  were  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  items 
invoiced  at  the  Bangkok  consulate  for  shipment  to  United  States  for 
the  fiscal  years  1913-14  and  1914-15: 


Articles. 


1913-14 


1U14-15 


Quantity.      Value.      Quantity.      Value 


Gamboge,  yellow i 

Bides do. . . . 

Pepper,  while do 

R  ice.  white do 

Hire.  wMteand  brow  n  (I  roken),  and  meal do 

Seeds,  palm 

Teak  planks  and  squares tons.. 

Tungsten  ore pounds. 

All  oi fter  art  ioles 


2,516 
,854,  167 


$362 
57,437 
11,434 
162,  131 


77.(1-16 

770,368 

163,610 

.  759, 760 


S4, 103 
10,530 

8,594 

172.371 

L3  10 

6,022 

12,852 

33,069 


Total. 


1    !      292,703 


The  only  shipments  of  Siamese  products  to  the  American  insular 
possessions  for  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  consisted  of  2,455,581  pounds 
of  rice,  valued  at  $32,614,  sent  to  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Bangkok  and  Other  Commercial  Centers. 

In  southern  Siam.  Bangkok,  the  capital,  is  the  principal  port,  and 
had  at  the  last  enumeration  a  population  of  540,679,  of  which  a  large 
proportion  are  Chinese.  The  city  of  Bangkok  is  situated  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  Menam  Chao  Phya  about  25  miles  upstream  from  the 
bar  at  its  mouth.  This  bar  forms  a  great  obstacle  to  shipping,  allow- 
ing only  vessels  to  cross  at  high  tide  drawing  a  depth  of  from  12  feet 
6  inches  to  14  feet  6  inches,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year. 
A7essels  of  greater  depth,  however,  find  a  safe  anchorage  at  all  times 
at  Kohsichang,  an  island  located  about  25  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  Here  cargoes  can  be  unloaded  into  steam  or  sailing 
lighters,  with  which  the  port  is  well  supplied,  or  complete  their  load- 
ing by  the  same  means. 

Next  to  Bangkok.  Chantabun  is  the  only  other  port  of  any  size, 
but  no  direct  foreign  trade  passes  through  this  place.  Its  trade 
is  carried  on  with  Bangkok  by  sea,  and  its  produce,  consisting  of  rice, 
pepper,  rubber,  gamboge,  fish,  coffee,  and  sapphires,  is  marketed  there. 
Paknam,  Tachin.  and  Meklong  are  small  fishing  towns  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Menam,  Tachin,  and  Mekiong  Rivers,  from  which  large  quan- 
tities of  dried  fish  are  shipped  to  Singapore.  Another  industry  of 
this  part  of  the  coast  is  the  recovery  of  salt  from  the  salt  lagoons. 
Petriew  is  another  small  port  situated  on  the  Bangpakong  Eiver  in 
a  fertile  rice  district  and  is  the  terminus  of  the  eastern  line  of  rail- 
ways. Korat,  the  terminus  of  the  northeastern  line  of  State  rail- 
ways, is  the  center  of  large  agricultural  and  forest  districts.  Other 
towns  in  the  interior  are  Ayuthia,  Paknampoh,  Bisanuloke,  and  Pet- 
chaburi,  all  of  which  are  centers  of  big  rice  districts,  but  none  are  of 
any  great  size,  and  their  supplies  of  foreign  merchandise  are  bought 
at  Bangkok. 

Commerce  of  Northern  Siam. 

In  the  northern  part  of  Siam  there  is  a  fairly  large  transfrontier 
trade  carried  on  by  caravans  with  Burma,  the  British  Shan  States, 
and  Yunnan.    The  trade  of  this  region  with  Bangkok  was  formerly 
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entirely  carried  on  by  boats  plying  on  the  Menam  River,  but  the 
completion  of  the  Siamese  Northern  Railway  about  two  years 
hence  will  greatly  facilitate  commerce  between  the  north  and  south. 
The  latest  enumeration  of  this  district  was  made  in  1010-11  and 
gave  a  total  population  of  1,216,817.  Chiengmai,  the  principal  city, 
is  located  on  a  branch  of  the  main  river  which  passes  on  to  Bangkok, 
a  distance  of  about  600  miles. 

The  goods  of  foreign  manufacture  which  are  needed  in  these  parts 
consist  chiefly  of  canned  provisions,  kerosene,  cotton  goods,  hard- 
ware, household  articles,  minor  farming  implements,  and  cutlery,  all 
of  which  enter  through  the  port  of  Bangkok.  The  principal  export 
of  Northern  Siam  is  teakwood,  cut  from  the  immense  forests  which 
cover  its  hillsides  and  elevated  plains.  The  teak  exports  for  1913-1-1 
amounted  to  60,854  tons,  valued  at  $1,925,216.  Other  exports  are 
hides,  sticlac,  gum  beirzoin,  oleoresins,  and  tobacco. 

The  Siamese  Malay  States. 

The  Siamese  Malay  States  consist  of  an  eastern  and  western  sec- 
tion extending  from  13°  to  6°  north  latitude,  and  at  the  last  enumera- 
tion had  a  population  of  1,135,390.  The  topographical  features  of 
the  country  are  mainly  mountainous,  and  its  productions  are  largely 
mineral,  the  western  portion  of  Puket  being  famous  for  its  tin  mines. 
The  tin  occurs  in  alluvial  deposits  and  more  rarely  in  lodes.  Large 
dredges  are  now  extensively  employed  for  recovering  the  tin  from 
the  alluvial  deposit  in  rivers  and  natural  harbors.  Of  other  metals 
wolfram  is  the  most  important. 

The  soil  of  these  States  is  fertile  and  suitable  for  rubber  and  coco- 
nut plantations,  but  no  great  development  can  be  expected  until  the 
large  tracts  of  rich  land  now  lying  waste  are  cultivated  and  this  can 
net  be  carried  out  with  the  present  scanty  population.  At  present 
the  chief  industries  are  rice  cultivation,  mining,  fishing,  and  weav- 
ing, but  on  the  completion  of  the  Peninsular  Railway,  however,  it  is 
expected  that  these  Provinces  will  form  the  centers  for  extensive 
trade  developments.  The  imports  consist  mainly  of  cotton  goods 
and  thread,  chinaware,  kerosene,  foodstuffs,  tobacco,  iron  goods,  and 
cutlery. 

Condition  of  Industries — Agriculture. 

The  local  industrial  enterprises  in  Bangkok  reported  nearly  the 
same  earnings  for  1914  as  for  the  preceding  }7ear,  but  the  local  bazaar 
trade  showed  considerable  depression  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year,  owing  to  the  falling  off  in  the  rice  exports,  and  consequent  low 
price  for  paddy,  compelling  the  farmers  to  restrict  their  purchases 
of  foreign  merchandise.  This  situation  was  accounted  for  by  the 
closing  of  the  greater  part  of  the  European  markets  and  shortage 
of  shipping  tonnage  with  consequent  rise  in  outward  freights.  A 
continuation  of  these  factors  will  necessarily  tend  to  further  diminu- 
tion in  the  demand  for  foreign  goods,  as  the  buying  power  of  the 
country  more  or  less  depends  upon  the  export  of  native  produce, 
mainly  rice  and  teak.  There  are  practically  no  factories  in  Siam  and 
the  industries  are  mostly  confined  to  the  cultivation  and  milling  of 
rice,  the  lumbering  and  sawing  of  teak  and  other  wood,  and  the 
mining  of  tin. 
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The  most  important  agricultural  product  of  Siam  is  rice,  of  which 
about  1,500,000  tons  were  exported  during  the  fiscal  year  1014.  The 
main  volume  of  the  rice  shipments  goes  to  eastern  ports,  but  under 
normal  conditions  a  considerable  amount  of  rice  is  required  by  Eu- 
rope and  the  United  States,  the  latter  country  taking  1.2,023,370 
pounds  during  1914.  against  9.454,467  pounds  for  1913. 

Cotton  growing  lias  received  considerable  attention  by  the  Gov- 
ernmentj  but  the  amount  available  for  export  only  reached  1,532  tons 
for  1914. 

The  introduction  of  modern  agricultural  machinery  into  this  coun- 
try has  hitherto  met  with  but  little  success,  mainly  on  account  of  the 
farmers  not  being  able  to  acquire  expensive  machinery,  but  a  num- 
ber of  American  low-priced  steel  plows  are  now  being  placed  in  the 
market,  and  experimentation  with  other  American  cultivating  ma- 
chinery is  also  being  carried  on  more  or  less  successfully. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  of  irrigation  involving  a  deltaic  tract  of 
land  of  some  7,000  square  miles  is  under  consideration  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  $362,230  was  set  aside  for  1915  for  preliminary  surveys. 
Financial  Conditions,  Etc. 

In  the  budget  estimates  of  the  Kingdom  for  1915-16  the  ordinary 
revenue  has  been  placed  at  $25,900,000  and  the  expenditures  at  $25,- 
896.894,  leaving  a  balance  of  $3,106.  these  expenditures  being  charge- 
able to  the  ordinary  revenue  account. 

The  extraordinary  expenditures  for  1915-16  were  estimated  at 
$5,361,8:23,  against  $6,411,176  for  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of 
$1,049,353!  Of  these  expenditures  $2,952,600  were  provided  from 
loan  funds;  the  entire  amount  of  which  is  to  be  expended  during  the 
current  year  for  the  completion  of  the  main  line  of  the  Southern 
Railway,  and  $2,409,223  have  been  allocated  from  the  accumulated 
free  balance  of  the  Treasury,  pending  the  raising  of  a  new  loan  from 
abroad.  The  latter  amount  is  for  expenditures  on  the  extensive  pro- 
gram of  public  construction  and  irrigation  works  now  in  hand.  [For 
details  see  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  3.  1915.] 

Decreased  Customs  Receipts — Exchange  Rates,  etc. 

The  customs  receipts  showed  a  falling  off  of  over  8  per  cent  as 
compared  with  the  estimate  for  the  previous  year,  due  to  decreased 
trade  with  certain  countries  owing  to  the  war,  and  the  same  reasons 
account  for  the  shortage  in  the  revenue  from  mines. 

The  exchange  value  of  the  tical  remained  steady  during  the  past 
year,  the  average  rate  for  the  year  in  British  currency  being  about 
Is.  6  3/8d.  (37  cents),  which  was  slightly  lower  than  in  the  preced- 
ing year. 

The  Treasury  Savings  Bank  was  organized  two  years  ago  as  an  ex- 
periment to  meet  the  needs  of  depositors  of  small  earnings  and  has 
shown  satisfactorv  progress,  the  deposits  having  increased  from 
$49,950  in  1913-14  to  $88,800  in  1914-15. 

The  formation  of  a  statistical  department  with  a  European  expert 
in  charge  was  gazetted  during  the  early  part  of  this  year,  and  a 
prominent  eastern  banker,  at  the  request  of  the  Government,  is  now 
inquiring  into  the  banking  situation  here  with  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank  for  Siam. 
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The  Bangkok  University — Waterworks  System — Playgrounds. 

The  education  scheme  which  has  been  developing  in  Siam  for  the 
last  20  years  has  now  culminated  in  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of 
the  first  building  for  the  Bangkok  University.  Accommodation  will 
first  be  provided  for  the  faculties  in  arts,  medicine,  and  engineering, 
and  other  departmhents  will  be  added  gradually. 

With  the  recent  completion  of  the  Bangkok  waterworks  system 
and  with  pure  water  supplied  free  to  all,  it  appears,  according  to  the 
reports  of  the  health  office,  that  infectious  diseases  have  been  prac- 
tically stamped  out. 

The  King  has  advanced  funds  for  the  erection  of  spacious  buildings 
and  for  improving  the  extensive  playgrounds  of  the  Royal  Bangkok 
Sports  Club,  an  institution  to  which  natives  and  foreigners  are 
equalty  admitted  for  the  small  monthly  fee  of  $2. 

Progress  in  Railway  Construction. 

The  construction  work  on  the  northern  and  southern  railway  ex- 
tensions has  proceeded  satisfactorily,  it  being  understood  that  con- 
tracts for  railway  material  which  had  been  placed  with  European 
firms  were  transferred  to  American  firms  at  the  beginning  of  the 
European  war.  It  is  expected  that  the  northern  line  will  be  com- 
pleted in  1017,  and  thereby .  access  may  be  had  to  the  as  yet  unex- 
plored mineral  resources  of  the  north,  and  new  centers  for  commer- 
cial activities  will  be  opened  up. 

On  the  southern  line  sufficient  progress  has  been  made  to  link  up 
Singora  with  Bangkok,  a  distance  of  593  miles.  The  British  Federated 
Malay  State's  Council  has  recently  appropriated  funds  for  extending 
the  Alor  Star-Perlis  Railway  to  the  Siamese  border  with  a  view  to 
link  up  the  respective  systems.  With  the  completion  of  these  systems 
State's  Council  has  recently  appropriated  funds  for  extending  the 
Alor  Star-Perlis  Railway  to  the  Siamese  border  with  a  view  to  link 
up  the  respective  systems.  With  the  completion  of  these  systems 
Singapore,  which  is  over  900  miles  distant,  will  be  connected  with 
Bangkok  by  rail,  and  not  only  the  Federated  Malay  States,  but  the 
whole  Malayan  Peninsula  are  certain  to  derive  immense  material 
and  economic  advantages  from  the  opening  of  through  railway  com- 
munication between  Bangkok  and  Singapore. 

Siam's  Mineral  Resources. 

Siam's  most  important  mining  industries  are  located  in  the  Malay 
Provinces,  and  while  the  mineral  resources  include  rubies,  sapphires, 
gold,  copper,  iron,  zinc,  lead,  antimony,  molybdenum,  coal,  wolfram, 
and  tin,  only  the  two  latter  minerals  are  of  commercial  interest,  and 
of  these  tin  is  the  most  important,  yielding  a  yearly  revenue  to  the 
Siamese  Government  of  about  $850,000  gold.  Official  statistics  as 
to  the  output  of  tin  for  the  past  year  are  not  available,  but  according 
to  the  mining  journal  6,800  tons  were  recovered  for  the  fiscal  year 
1913-14,  against  6,600  tons  for  the  previous  year,  and  during  the 
former  period  eight  dredges  were  at  work,  which  produced  black 
tin  yielding  1,800  tons  of  metal  from  4,700,000  yards  of  gravel 
treated. 

The  customs  statistics  for  the  port  of  Bangkok  show  that  the 
exports  of  wolfram  ore  from  the  port  amounted  to  about  33  tons, 
valued  at  $10,572,  for  1914-15,  against  one-half  ton,  valued  at  $395, 
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for  the  previous  year,  but  it  is  understood  that  considerable  quan- 
tities of  this  ore  are  shipped  each  year  from  the  Siamese  Malay  States 
to  Singapore,  for  which  statistics  are  not  available  at  Bangkok. 

The  exports  of  rubies  and  sapphires  in  the  rough  were  valued  at 
$54,207  for  11)14-15,  against  $4,921  for  1913-14. 

American  mining  enterprises  in  the  Siamese  Malay  States  have 
hitherto  not  proved  profitable,  but  with  the  completion  of  the  South- 
ern Railway,  providing  easy  access  to  mining  properties  and  cheap 
transportation,  mining  propositions,  of  which  there  are  said  to  be  a 
number  available,  may  again  be  of  interest  to  American  capital. 
Shipping  Activities — Passenger  Traffic. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Bangkok  during 
1014-15  was  898  of  805,638  tons,  against  914  vessels  of  895,204  tons 
for  1913-14.  Of  the  nationalities  represented  the  Norwegians  led, 
with  441  vessels  of  356,903  tons.  Nearly  all  the  Norwegian  steamers 
were  chartered  by  Chinese  traders  for  the  Bangkok-Singapore  and 
Bangkok-Hongkong  runs,  carrying  Chinese  passengers  on  the  latter 
run  and  cargoes  of  rice  and  general  merchandise  on  both  runs. 
British  shipping  showed  considerable  activity  at  the  port  of  Bang- 
kok during  the  latter  half  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  nearly  all  the  lead- 
ing British  eastern  shipping  firms  having  placed  vessels  on  the 
Singapore-Bangkok  run.  One  hundred  and  forty-two  British  vessels 
of  200,038  tons  entered  the  port  during  1914-15,  as  compared  with 
126  vessels  of  201,121  tons  for  the  previous  year. 

The  shipping  facilities  provided  for  Bangkok  are  ample,  and  there 
appears  to  be  no  opening  for  a  profitable  American  shipping  propo- 
sition at  present. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1914-15,  60,542  passengers  were  landed  in 
Bangkok,  against  72,260  for  1913-14.  However,  as  59,061  persons  left 
Siam  during  the  same  year,  the  gain  in  the  population  was  insignifi- 
cant. The  passenger  movement  is  chiefly  confined  to  Chinese  laborers, 
an  equal  number  of  whom  come  from  and  return  to  China  during  the 
year. 
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